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13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, 

so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  14 For we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 

fallen asleep in him.  15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 

who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 

asleep.  16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  
17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.  18 Therefore 

encourage one another with these words.  

  

Different people have different ways of letting you know when they’re about to say 

something important.  I had a professor in high school who taught advanced mathematics and let’s 

just say, not everybody in that class was hanging on his every word.  So from time to time when he 

wanted to make sure that we all heard what he was about to tell us he would say, “Hey everybody, 

big deal alert!”  And then we knew we knew needed to pay attention and probably even right down 

what he was about to tell us. 

My mom had a different cue.  It was the word Michael, which happens to be my middle 

name.  Whenever I heard her say “Paul Michael,” I knew that she really wanted me to hear what she 

was about to say, whether I wanted to listen or not. 

Jesus had His own way of stressing something important.  He used the word “Amen.”  All 

throughout the Gospels, whenever Jesus wanted to stress something He would start by saying 

Amen.  Amen.  I say to you… usually we translate it Verily, Verily or Truly, Truly.  When we 

hear that, and when the disciples heard that, they knew that Jesus was about to say something 

particularly important.   

Today, we’re taking a look at the words we read a few minutes ago from St. Paul’s letter to 

the Thessalonians.  Listen to the opening words of that passage one more time: Brothers and 

sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 

not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  Grammatically, what we have here is a 

sort of double negative.  Paul tells the Thessalonians (and us) that he doesn’t wanted us to be 

uninformed or ignorant about those who have fallen asleep in death.  In other words, if we put it 

positively instead of negatively, he wants us to be informed.  Paul uses this kind of construction a 

lot in the letters he wrote to grab our attention and focus us on what he’s about to share.  It not 

unlike Jesus saying, Truly, truly I say to you, or your mom using your middle name, his point is 

this is a big deal alert.  Paul is telling us that we need to Know the Facts that Give Us Hope. 

Today we celebrate Saints Triumphant Sunday.  So the first thing we need to understand is 

who the saints are.  The word saint comes from the Latin word sanctus which means “holy.”  The 

saints are God’s holy people, those whom He has sanctified through faith in His Son, Jesus.  You 

and I are saints.  But there are many more saints than those of us that are alive today.  There are 

many saints who have gone on before us and reached the fullness of their triumph and victory.  
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Some of those saints are the ones we read about in Scripture: St. Matthew, St. John, St. Abraham, 

St. Noah.  But some of the saints have gone even more recently than that.  You knew some of them.  

And you loved them.  And now you miss them.  It isn’t easy to see them go.  We’re not unfamiliar 

with the pain and sadness that death brings.  It hurts to lose a loved one.   

When His close friend, Lazarus, died and when He saw His other friends, Mary and Martha 

mourning the loss of their brother, even Jesus wept.  There is no shame in grieving the loss of a 

loved one.  But God’s message for you this morning is that you need to Know the Facts the Give 

You Hope so that you don’t grieve like someone who has no hope. 

When Lazarus died, Mary and Martha were sad, they were grieving, but they weren’t 

without hope.  Martha showed a tremendous amount of faith that day when she said to Jesus, I 

know that [Lazarus] will rise again in the resurrection at the last day (Jn 11:24).  That faith in 

the resurrection was founded in Jesus.  Martha showed that as she continued by saying, I know that 

You are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world (Jn 11:27).  Even in that 

time of sadness, Jesus filled her heart with hope.  He showed her that her hope was not misplaced 

by raising her brother back to life. 

Our hope and comfort is founded in Jesus as well.  And He has shown us that our hope is 

not misplaced by raising Himself from death to life.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, Paul says, and we do, then we also believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 

have fallen asleep in Him.  Jesus died and rose.  Those four little words are the basis for our entire 

faith.  They are the facts the give us hope. 

Death is God’s punishment for sin.  The Scriptures make that abundantly clear.  The wages 

of sin is death (Ro 6:23).  The soul who sins is the one who will die (Ez 18:20).  You must not 

eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly 

die (Ge 2:17).  Sin is why death exists and sin is why death terrifies people.  The Apostle Paul 

describes sin as death’s sting.  Just like the stinger of a bee is what makes the bee scary or 

dangerous, sin is what makes death dangerous and scary.  The prophet Isaiah tells us that our sins 

separate us from God (Is 59:2).  Dying in sin means dying into an eternal separation from God and 

His love and His blessings.  But Jesus died and rose.  He took away that sting of sin.  He took our 

sins with Him into the grave and He left them buried there when He burst forth from the tomb on 

Easter Sunday.  And so we have hope because Jesus died and rose. 

And now that the sting of death has been removed, death is kind of a misnomer.  Do you 

remember when the synagogue ruler, Jairus, came to Jesus when his daughter was dying?  When 

they got to his house, some of his friends came out and told him not to bother Jesus anymore, 

because his daughter was already dead.  The child is not dead, Jesus said, but asleep.  Then He 

woke her from that slumber—brought her back to life!—and gave her to her parents.   

Paul uses the same imagery.  He refers to those who have died in Christ, not as dead but as 

having fallen asleep.  Was I was younger I used to hate going to sleep.  It didn’t matter if it was bed 

time or nap time.  I could always think of something I’d rather do than go to sleep.  Maybe it’s 

because I am older and wiser, but I’m not too cranky about going to sleep at the end of the day 

anymore.  And if I get a chance for a nap, I’ll jump at it.  Life wears you down and we know when 

we go to sleep we’ll wake up refreshed.  

That’s what death is for a Christian.  It’s like going to sleep.  The moment our earthly 

eyelids close, we awake in heaven with Jesus!  Refreshed far beyond what any twenty minute 

power nap here can bring us.  Our bodies will continue to sleep here until the Last Day when Jesus 

raises them refreshed, renewed, and glorified and reunites us with them.  And so we have hope, 

because dying in Christ is not something we need fear, it is neither a punishment nor a curse; the 
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sting of death has been removed.  Death in Christ is but a sleep.  But don’t get me wrong!  Those 

who have fallen asleep in Jesus are not sleeping they are awake and alive with Jesus experiencing 

the joys of heaven and they will come back with Him on the last day.  For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, (and we do!) then we also believe that He will bring them with Him when 

He returns. 
Paul goes on, According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  
We get a bit of a time table here of how things will happen on the Last Day.  Jesus will come down 

from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call 

of God, and first, those sleeping bodies of the saints who have already gone on to glory will be 

raised, and those saints, whom Jesus will have brought along with Him on that Last Day, will be 

reunited with their bodies.  Then those believers who are still alive and are left will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord 

forever. 

Paul wanted for the Thessalonians and for us to know that those who have died in faith are 

not lost.  They’re just a lap or two ahead of us.  They’re already at peace with Jesus.  But don’t 

worry; our finish line is the same as theirs.  Whether Jesus calls us home in death or has us wait it 

out until His return, we will be united with Him and all the saints, reunited with those who have 

gone on before us.  And so we have hope, because we will all be with the Lord forever. 

Therefore, Paul says, encourage one another with these words.  You don’t have to fear 

death, and you don’t have fear what happens to your loved ones who die in Jesus, because you 

know the facts that give you hope.  Jesus died and rose.  Death’s sting has been removed, in death 

we fall asleep and wake with Jesus.  Finally, we know that we will all be with Our Lord forever.   

Jesus summed it up with those familiar words He spoke to Martha after Lazarus had died:  I 

am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 

and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.  Do you believe this?  Good, Paul says, take 

it in; let it fill you with comfort and hope; believe it!  But don’t stop there.  This isn’t just something 

for you to believe, it’s something for you to share.  Something for you to say at the funeral.  

Something no one else has to give.  Encourage one another with these words.   

As I was preparing for this message, I ran across a quote from the Greek philosopher 

Socrates who lived about four hundred years before Christ.  Here’s what he said: Oh, that there 

were some divine word upon which we could more securely and less perilously sail, upon a 

stronger vessel.  When we think of encouraging people with the message of eternal life through 

Christ, we typically think of sharing that message with our fellow believers.  But there are people 

today who, just like Socrates, are living their lives in despair with no hope at all in life after death.  

Hundreds are grieving right now in France for loved ones they have lost.  Your own neighbors and 

friends may be dealing with loss or dreading the day their lives come to a close.  You have an 

amazing gift to share with them: the news of the gift that Christ has already given them.  You know 

the facts that give hope.  Jesus died and rose.  The sting of death has been removed.  And so we will 

be with the Lord forever, because we are Saints Triumphant.  Amen. 
 

 

 


